Electoral College Webquest
Objectives:

Identify the history of the Electoral College

Understand the function of the Electoral College

Outline the process of choosing Electors

Correlate the popular vote to electoral votes

Analyze Pros and Cons of the Electoral College

Procedure:

1. Using the archives website answer the following questions: http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/about.html 

a. What is the difference between the Electoral College and an Elector?

b. Describe the selection process of an Elector and identify any qualifications/restrictions?

c. What do Electors actually do?  Can they vote any way they wish?
2. Using the PBS.org Article: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/july-dec00/electorsbox.html - How the Electoral College Works  OR if you can get to youtube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PsIv5WdDUEg 
a. How many electoral votes are there in the Electoral College?  

b. How are all of these votes assigned to various entities?

c. How does the popular vote correlate to electoral votes?

d. When do electors vote?

e. How many electoral votes are needed to win? If no candidate receives enough votes what happens?  Has this occurred?  If so, how often and when?
3. Using the PBS.org link http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/election/july-dec00/ec_11-23.html   read the news report transcript and answer the following questions
a. What are the PROS of the Electoral College System?  Who favors it? Whom does if benefit?
b. What are the CONS of the Electoral College System?  Who does not favor it? Who might like to change it?

4. Using the CBS video,  http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=50133559n , An education about the Electoral College answer the following questions.
a.  What happened with the popular vote and the electoral vote in the classroom simulation marker/colored pencils election?

b. Where do candidates spend most of their campaign?  Explain why this is the case.

c. Explain the National Popular Vote Plan

5. Using your book, review the section “The electoral college reconsidered”:

a. Describe the proposed change to popular vote
b. Describe the proposed change to congressional district plan
c. Describe the proposed change to Keep the College, Abolish the Electors
6. Electoral College Analysis 
a. Describe the winner-take-all feature of the electoral college

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Explain one way in which the winner-take-all feature of the Electoral College affects how presidential candidates from the two major political parties run their campaigns.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Explain one way in which the winner-take-all feature of the electoral college hinders third-party candidates

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Explain two reasons why the Electoral College has not been abolished.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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